
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

FROM OUR GARDENS:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photographed and Written by Mona Bawgus 
 

Recently on a walk through my shady 
woodland garden I discovered a rather tiny 
little beauty.  I had noticed the leaves before 
but had never seen it flowered.  After some 
research I identified it as Cimaphila maculata 
(spotted wintergreen).  It grows in small 
clumps or as individual flowers in woodland 
areas along the Eastern United States.  It is 
identified by its green-edged evergreen leaves 
with white-lined centers at the base of tall 
flower stalks bearing downward-opening white 
flowers in early summer.  This plant is 
considered endangered in Canada and Maine 
and threated in other areas.  It is a special little 
plant that can be so easily overlooked. 
 

Important Dates 
 

July 

4  Independence Day – Office Closed 

11 MGA Meeting 12 PM @ home of MG 

Patty Dorr-Lewin 

13 Little Garden Tour – Display at Arboretum 

18 Woody Plant Conference - Swathmore 

24  Margate Farm Market 

25 Helpline Roundtable 10 AM 

31  Margate Farm Market 
 

Aug 

7-9 Atlantic County 4-H Fair 

13 Garden Talk by RMG Sue Scarlett at 

Christian Womens Connection 

15 MGA Meeting 12 PM @ Demo Garden 

21 Tomato Tasting – Margate Farmers Market 

29 Helpline Roundtable 10 AM 
 

Sept 

 1 Labor Day – Office Closed 

12 MGA Meeting 12:30 – RCE Building 

13 Hammonton GreenFest 12-4 

26 Helpline Roundtable 10 AM 
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Welcome to a new section of Garden Tales 
that will feature beautiful plants sprouting in our 
very own Master Gardener gardens.  Enjoy! 
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 Community Outreach  
 
Eagle Theatre Project – Sandy Templeton, chairperson 
Several Master Gardeners spent the last two weekends in 
May installing a native plant demo garden at the Eagle 
Theatre in Hammonton. 
This garden was designed in the fall by Master Gardeners 
Jesse Connor, George Bassett, and John Drexel, together 
with the Eagle Theatre management.  The plans were 
finalized throughout the winter and preparations were made 
for the planting May 24th and for a reception titled "A Night in 
the Garden" that we would co-host with the Hammonton 

Green Committee a week later.  Seven Master Gardeners were joined 
on planting day by two volunteers from the Hammonton Green 
Committee and five theatre volunteers.   
A week later, the reception was held in the evening with garden talks 
given by Jesse Connor and Ann Cinquina.  Barbara D'Augustine 
manned the helpline table, John Drexel designed and printed the 
brochure, and Camille Griffin answered questions out in the garden.  
The event was well attended, and an enjoyable evening for town 
citizens, Green Committee members, and Master Gardeners alike. 
I would like to thank everyone that helped make this project a 
success! 
 
Plant Sale – Lynn Kell, Sue Scarlett – co-chairs 

On Saturday, May 17th we held our 10th annual plant sale. This year Mother 
Nature threw us a bit of a curve as we were unable to complete our setup 
on Friday due to the rain and wind. But, Saturday dawned sunny and calm 
and the master gardeners involved in the project rolled with the punches 
and arrived at 6 am to complete the setup prior to the opening of the sale at 
10 am. As a result, we learned that we can setup on the morning of the 
sale, thereby eliminating the need for volunteers to babysit the plants 
overnight. Talk about a silver lining!  
 
Another first this year was holding the 
sale in conjunction with Galloway 
Township’s Green Fest. The two 
events complimented each other and 
appeared beneficial to both by 
attracting people interested in nature 

and native plants. Hopefully we will be 
able to hold the two events on the same date next year. Like last year, 
customers were lining up by 9:30 to have first pick of the native plants 
being offered. And like last year, the majority of our inventory was sold 
before noon. At our post sale meeting one of the changes suggested for 
next year is to locate the baked goods table in the front so that we can 
sell to the customers waiting in line for the sale to open.  Books were a 
popular item at the Garden Treasures table this year and by the end of 
the sale most of the items for sale were sold. Also, this year our very own 
MG Coordinator and Green Thumbs author, Mona Bawgus was available 
to meet and answer customer’s questions.  Another successful sale 
thanks to all the master gardeners that volunteered their time and efforts!  

RMG’s Planting at Eagle Theatre 

Photos courtesy of Linda Mantello 

Photos courtesy of Sandy Templeton 
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Community Outreach  
(continued) 

Demo Garden – Ann Cinquina, chairperson 
Welcome to the Demo garden.  Your efforts are paying off in a big way.  We just 
planted "Silver Gem" violets that were gifted to us from Mt. Cuba after we toured 
their gardens.  A spirea was donated by Jean Holbrook, two dogwoods from Janet 
Osborne, six young American Hollies from Jackie Weiss and Laurie Stoner donated 
two Astilbes, one fern and three Ladies Mantle which are all in the new wooded 
areas. 
 
Come see the garden and by the picture you can see how lovely the Coral 
Honeysuckle was this spring. The rebars are all in and the two posts which will be 
receiving a gate in the near future are in place as well as the sign near the outside 
front of fenced area.  The chips are in for your convenience of walking in the two 
areas.  Come see the great work your classmates are doing.  They work hard and 
are diligent every week.  Don't forget, we meet Monday and Thursdays at 9 a.m. 
until 12 noon.  Come out and enjoy the company and learning process. 
     

 

RCE Building Project – Doug Groff, Chairperson 
This project has been weeded and hundreds of little oak trees have been pulled over the past two weeks.  The 
last two trees from the plant sale--a grey bark dogwood and an eastern red cedar were planted at this site and 
appear to be doing well  Also, 10 moon ice plants were planted out front for future ground cover.  These plants 
have small white flowers which bloom for several months in the spring and early summer.  One variegated 
yucca was also planted to add a bit of color.  Upkeep will be done through the summer with new plantings and 
possible transplanting of existing plants to better locations being targeted for the fall.  As a final note John 
Collette has donated a flat of geraniums from the aquarium site to be planted at the county office site.   
 
Hope Community Garden – Sue Scarlett, chairperson 
The members of this growing community come together once a month to discuss what they are growing and 
any issues they may be having.  I answer questions and give recommendations so they have a successful 
season.  As the third growing season begins, I am so proud of their accomplishments.  Each year brings more 
enthusiasm and participation among gardeners and the pride they show in their plots.  A representative from 
Atlanticare Growing Green also participates each month giving healthy cooking ideas for when they harvest 
their vegetables & herbs. The Master Gardens planted a perennial flower garden last fall to attract beneficial 
insects and pollinators. I am happy to report it is growing and looks great. Community garden members water 
the plot and I maintain it each month.  
 
Seashore Gardens Living Center – Patty Dorr-Lewin, chairperson 
This gardening program is taking off in leaps and bounds with 30-40 

participants in attendance each 
meeting.  Bush green bean, 
tomato, parsley and basil plants 
that were started from seed in 
recycled and sterilized yogurt 
containers continue to thrive.  
Plants are easily identified by 
handmade plant labels 
residents completed at the 
beginning of this program. 
(Pictures courtesy of Seashore Gardens) 

Photo courtesy of Janet Osborne 

Resident enjoying the aroma of fresh basil. 

RMG Patty working in the garden alongside residents. 
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RMG Helpline 
 
Typical Topics at This Time 

(take a moment and read up on the following topics 
you might encounter while working the helpline or 

displaying a table for the program) 
 

Vegetables 
• Diagnosing and controlling fungus diseases 
• Tomato hornworm 
• Squash vine borer 
• Japanese Beetle 
• Colorado potato beetle 
• Leafhoppers 
• Slugs 
• Aphids 

 

Fruits 
• Growing in the home garden 
• Spray schedules  

 

Ticks 
• Identification  
• Control around the home 

 

Lawns 
• Grubs 
• Moles/Voles 
• Weeds (identify and control) 
• pH tests at office $2 (need 1 cup of soil) 

clients bring the soil to the office and are 
mailed the results 

• Soils kits $20 pick up at RCE front office 
• NJ Fertilizer law for consumers 
http://www.wrwac.org/NJFertilizerLaw2011.pdf 

 
 
 

Green Thumb Articles 
 

Trees for the Suburban Yard 
Voles 

Fertilizing the Vegetable Garden 
Butterfly Host Plants 

Ant Hills in Lawn 
Flea Beetles 
Milkweeds 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Emerald Ash Borer 
has been found in 
Somerset County, New 
Jersey!!!  Read the press 
release here: 
http://www.state.nj.us/ag
riculture/news/press/201
4/approved/press140521
a.html 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

    Monica Corpus 
    Richard Goldberg 

    Mary Ann Michelfelder 
    Johanne Milnes 

    Sheree Pace 
    Dudley Prince 
    Leonard Walk 

 
    Congratulations to All! 

 
 

Helpline Roundtable Meetings 
(this meeting allows you to discuss current gardening problems 

to help prepare you for questions you might receive while 
working the helpline or displaying a RMG table at an event) 

 

Friday, July 25 – 10 am 
Friday, August 29 – 10 am 

 
 
 

 
 

Adult Emerald Ash Borer in larval 
tunnel. 

New RCE Fact Sheet Available 

Growing Garlic in the Home Garden – FS1233 
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Replanting a Native in the 
Galapagos 

By RMG Elsa Sanchez  

      
 

During my vacation in May of this year in the 
Galapagos Islands, I was privileged to 
participate in a replanting program sponsored 
by Celebrity Cruises and The Directorate of the 
Galapagos National Park. This was an 
unexpected surprise and a real treat for a 
Rutgers Master Gardener. In the highlands on 
Santa Cruz Island off the Ecuadoran coast, lies 
one of the largest remaining forests of Scalesia 
pedunculata.  This plant is in danger of being 
eradicated by non-native plants such as Hill 
blackberry, Cuban cedar and Guava.   
      
Scalesia is a genus in the Asteraceae family 
which has over 1620 genera and 23,000 
species of herbs, shrubs and trees scattered 
throughout the world.  This family includes 
common flowers such as the aster, daisy and 
sunflower as well as weeds like the dandelion.  
It is one of the largest plant families.  
 
In Ecuador there are 15 species of Scalesia 
that grow as either shrubs or trees.  Scalesia 
pedunculata is one of the largest and most 
widespread of the species.  This tree grows in 
dense stands and can reach 15-20 meters in  
height.  The wood is soft and the trees reach 
maturity in a few years.  The Directorate of the 
Galapagos National Park has developed a 

program which is supported by members of the 
Celebrity Xpedition cruise ship.  Their goal is to 
remove the invasive species in the Los 
Gemelos region on Santa Cruz and reforest it 
with a combination of native coffee plants and 
Scalesia  pedunculata which have a symbiotic 
relationship.  By the end of this year 
approximately 80 hectares will be reforested. 
     
Approximately 40 participants were driven up 
to the Los Gemelos region which is moist year 
round and put on “- 5 -illies” which were 
provided so that soil would not be taken from 
the planting area to other areas of the island 
where seeds could be accidently dispersed 
causing more problems.  There each 
participant had the opportunity to plant both 
scalesia pedunculata and a type of endemic 
coffee.  Plants were labeled with an 
identification number and will be monitored by 
the Park staff.   
      
Maybe one day I will return and see the forest 
that I helped to plant.  If not, I will always have 
the memory of the day that a Master Gardener 
from New Jersey got to plant endemic plants 
on an island not far from the Equator. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RMG Doug Groff shares the above pictures 
depicting snails living on ice flowers which he 
observed in northwest Portugal in April.  The site 
is located on a cliff overlooking the Atlantic.  The 
spot is the farthest western point in all of 
Europe.   
 



 
 

Seashore Gardens Living Center 
(Pictures continued from page 3) 

 

 
 

 

 
Tool Maintenance  
By RMG Mary Alice Hecht 
 

 
Taking care of your gardening tools is an every-time task, not just something you do at the end of the season. 
Similar to how teeth enamel weakens with residue from a sugary snack, a little moist soil left on your trowel or 
hoe can start the rust or shorten the useful life of your tool.  (Writer comes from a family of dentists) 
 
Tools require regular maintenance to work as designed.  Ideally, all tools after each use should be cleaned 
with water, dried, and coated with a penetrating oil to prevent rust.  Instead of leaning the tools against a 
garage wall where the edges remain in contact with a concrete or ground floor, hanging them on a wall in a dry 
location is best.  Sharpening methods depend upon the tool, but sharp tools are safer and more efficient in the 
same way as your kitchen knives.  The extension service publishes information to help you become familiar 
with methods of proper sharpening. 
 
Ever get a splinter from a crack in a rake handle?  Regularly check for cracks that need repair and sand 
handles that become rough.  Tighten loose nuts and screws.  All these maintenance tasks will extend the life of 
your purchases.  
 
Cleaning and sharpening information:  
http://www.garden.org/urbangardening/?page=cleaning-tools 
 
Sharpening your garden tools information: 
http://extension.oregonstate.edu/benton/sites/default/files/sharpgdn_insights2012.pdf 
 

 

   
 



- 7 - 

 

 

 
First Day on the RMG Helpline 

By RMG Linda Keefe 
 
Driving to my first day on the “Help Line” I wonder what kind of questions 
I will encounter.  More importantly, I wonder how inaccurate my answers.  
What kind of fertilizers should be applied to lawns, why aren’t my peonies 
blooming.  Just talking about being in the Master Gardener (MG) program 
resulted in questions being lobbed at me faster than a Phillies fastball.  
Suddenly I was the resident guru on everything in the plant kingdom.  
People at the gym, my customers, the neighbors:  “Why are my tomatoes 
splitting, why are my roses wilting?”  I admit I didn’t know.  Although I 
attended almost every class and can honestly say I enjoyed them, I didn’t 

seem to remember much.  I worried about memory retention. 
 
I arrived a few minutes early.  The light was on, as was the computer.  Those two items encompassed just 
about everything I remembered to do.  So I sat down and watched the phone.  It didn’t do much. 
 
Mona, thankfully, returned moments later, to find me researching my own problem with roses.  She 
immediately identified the round holes in my rose leaves as the work of the cutter bee.  No worries!  The bee is 
simply using my plant’s leaves as fodder for his nest.  The roses will be ok.   
 
Harry, my co-MG arrives next.  After a bit of chatting we familiarize ourselves with the Incidence Report Books.  
It’s 9:45, no calls. One part of me says Yay; the other part wants to get it over with!  We spend the next half-
hour reviewing our test results.  Looks like we are both in!!  This is a good thing, because at 10:30 we get our 
first call. 
 
Within minutes, Harry catches the second call. He’s right on it, advising a soil test for various lawn problems 
including chickweed.  He checks to see if the sample can be mailed.  The answer is “no”, it must be brought to 
our office.  Harry is ready with our hours, our address and directions on how to get to us from Port Republic. It 
pays to be prepared.  I’m glad Harry was. 
 
Next, fill in the incident reports.  Out of forms.  We soon learn they are in the files by the door.  Anita directs us 
to the files along the wall.  This is also where you will find the time sheets and your personal file. 
 
Next up a walk-in.  He just received his soil test results.  It is our job to explain the results.  Hmmm. We chat a 
bit just to buy us some time.  We each take a page.  Thankfully we know enough to suggest lime to up his low 
pH for his veggies.  We quickly learn that is what it says on the sheet.  It’s just a matter of reading it and 
explaining.  I am dispensed to find the fact sheets.  Once again, they too are in the files arranged by subject: 
pests, lawns, weeds, etc.  On your first day, take the time to look through the files. People will think you know 
what you are doing. 
 
Time check, Oh boy, it’s 11:00 a.m. already and no major mishaps.  I honestly thought the time would either 
drag or be high pressure.  At 11:30, another walk-in, “Excuse me, I’m lost, I am here to take a physiology test.  
We sent her to the front office.  We nailed that one. 
 
On that positive note, our time at the help desk ended.  It was 12:00 and it went well. I believe it was Winston 
Churchill who said “there is nothing to fear but fear itself”; I guess he knew what he was talking about.   I can’t 
help but think of another quote, this one by Henry Ford, “If you think you can, or if you think you can’t, you are 
right!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Everyone has a story! 
In an attempt to help everyone get to know 
their fellow MG’s we have brought this section 
back to our newsletter.  
 

 
Kathy McCormick, 2013 
Egg Harbor Twp. 
Demo garden, plant sale 
 

 

 

� My FavoriteR. 
� Time of year is October because it is the 

best bike riding weather.  
� Garden tool: A rake.  Raking burns 300 

calories an hour. 
� MG Activity:  Watering to watch everything 

grow. 
� MG Class: Informative guest speakers.  

Particularly Rich Buckley. 
� Garden drink/garden recipe:  Anything that 

tastes good with vodka. 
� My least favorite plants are anything with 

thorns. 
� My family things my gardening is genetic. 
� If I didn’t join the MG program I would 

volunteering at a nursing home. 
� If I had my own farm, I would grow peanuts. 
� Most Mg’s don’t know that I have trees inside 

my house. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Jude Curren, 2014 
Mays Landing 
Helpline 
 
 
 

� My FavoriteR. 
� Time of year is Spring-fall because most of 

my time is spent outside. 
� Garden tool: My hands as they get used the 

most. 
� MG Activity:  Research 
� MG Class:  Arboriculture 
� Garden drink/garden recipe:  a tie between 

a Bloody Mary and a mojito. 
� Favorite recipe:  Fresh Garden Salsa:  

tomato, cilantro, jalapeño, onion, garlic, bell 
pepper, tomatillo and chipotle pepper 

� My least favorite plant is any tickseed or 
hitchhiker plant. 

� My family thinks my gardening is a hobby. 
� If I didn’t join the MG program I would be still 

buying gardening books and magazines. 
� If I had my own farm, I would grow food crops 

for sustainability and for sale. 
� Most MGs don’t know that I enjoy teaching. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rutgers Atlantic County 

Master Gardener Newsletter 

 

Published by: 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
of Atlantic County 

6260 Old Harding Highway 

Mays Landing, NJ 08330 

(609) 625-0056 ext. 6123 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 

p.m. 
 

Edited by: 

 
Mona Bawgus 

Program Associate - Agriculture 

 

July 
29  Johanne Milnes 
31  Camille Griffin 

 

August 
13  Glenn Pavlis 
19  Myra Reese 
      Barb D’Augustine 
 

September 
2    Gerel Pereborow 
24  Mary McDermott 
 


